It appears that on tlie 15th July he fell and cut the back of his head slightly ; it bled rather freely, but his mother applied a piece of sticking plaister, and it ceased. The wound was small, to the left of the mesial line, and just below the upper curved line of the occipital bone. He cried at the time, but soon got over the pain, and was well and cheerful afterwards. and ordered, cold wet cloths to the head ; chicken broth to be given frequently ; and the enema to be repeated. Stimulants were now freely given by mouth and rectum with quinine. Quinine had also been given at the first. Not the slightest benefit resulted beyond the occasional slight raising of the pulse. The child rapidly grew worse, and the embarrassed heart ceased to beat at 4 p.m.
It appears that on tlie 15th July he fell and cut the back of his head slightly ; it bled rather freely, but his mother applied a piece of sticking plaister, and it ceased. The wound was small, to the left of the mesial line, and just below the upper curved line of the occipital bone. He cried at the time, but soon got over the pain, and was well and cheerful afterwards.
_
The accident was so trivial that I was not asked to see it;
and nothing suggestive of any unfavorable consequence ren- dered it necessary that I should do so.
Throughout the week following the accident he was considered to be in his usual good health For a moment the question of the trephine was suggested, on the supposition that pus might have formed between the bone and dura mater. But the evidences of constitutional mischief were so marked, and the chance of relief so very faint, that it was at once abandoned.
The body was examined on the 23rd July, about 14 hours after death. The back and other parts of the body were already much discolored by suggillation.
Head.?The scalp was reflected; all round the wound it was thickened and infiltrated with a dark red serum; probably partially purulent fluid. This occupied an area of an inch in each direction ; beyond this and down to the neck it was infiltrated with yellow turbid serum. All this part of the scalp was cedematous. The wound itself was healthy, and reached nearly, not quite, to the pericranium, which was therefore unwounded.
The pericranium, though, was detached from the bone for about a square inch, corresponding to the site of the superjacent wound. The bone was bare, but did not appear dead. The bones of the cranium were healthy; the section revealed no suppuration in the cancellated texture.
The longitudinal and other sinuses were distended with blood and contained coagula.
The brain was much congested on the surface; the vessels between the convolutions were engorged; the surface of the base, especially over the wound, was slightly ecchymosed under the arachnoid. There was no indication of any arachnitis; nothing sugge'stive of tuberculosis. The brain substance, when cut, was not congested; the ventricles were normal; the membranes were also healthy.
Thorax.?The lungs were pallid, almost blanched, except just at the back. They contained little or no blood, but some air.
Heart.?Pericardium natural; heart firmly contracted ; the right auricle and ventricle contained a peculiarly tough decolorized fibrinous clot, which was firmly wedged in the auriculo ventricular opening. It did not extend into the pulmonary vessels ; but it did worse by obstructing the pulmonary circulation at the very outset. There was also a small quantity of post-mortem clot in the right ventricle, and also in the left cavities of the heart. The plune were natural.
Abdomen.?Yiscera healthy.
